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The workshop is designed to explore various ways to analyze and theorize the 
organization and experience of work, and the production of social relationships, 
cultural identities and political subjectivities through work. The workshop will bring 
together research examining the ways in which people imagine, search, prepare for, 
enter, perform, refuse or drop out of work in the continents of Latin America, Africa 
and Asia. The aim is to map critically the social life of work. Theories of change and 
analytical insights, as well as empirical accounts, generated in light of experiences in 
the global North have limited purchase in the global South. The workshop will seek to 
explore innovative analytical frameworks to explain the experience of work specific 
to the context of the South, paying particular attention to new developments and 
historical legacies of work in the region, while also tracing patterns of similarity and 
dissimilarity with the rest of the world in the current moment of contested 
globalization. While work, or its absence, remains a singularly important feature of 
people’s lives, scholars researching different aspects of work are scattered across 
disparate disciplines and debates. A key aim of the workshop is to initiate a multi-
disciplinary network of academics researching work and to provide an ongoing forum 
to debate and discuss analytical, theoretical and empirical issues pertaining to the 
social life of work, so as to critically, but productively, push the research agenda on 
the subject, through innovation in research questions, methodology and theory. 
 
 
Organizers: Prof. Nandini Gooptu, Garima Jaju 
 



Schedule of the day 
 
 

 
09:00-10.30 Session 1 – Unemployment, Informal Economy and Work 

 
The productivity of unemployment amongst South Africa’s urban youth 
Hannah Dawson, Oxford  
 
“ # Dear God, I just want to be healthy and wealthy ” 
Performing work and earning respect among ‘Game-boys’ in Tamale, Ghana 
Merel Van’t Wout, African Studies Centre Leiden & Centre of African 
Studies Copenhagen 
 

10.30-11  Coffee 
11:00-12.30 Session 2 – Temporality, Materiality and Work 

“It gets boring if I stay at home”: Working women and temporal 
resignification in Delhi, India 
Asiya Islam, Cambridge  

Material Entanglements and Consumption of Work 
Garima Jaju, Oxford 
 

12.30-13.30 Lunch 
13.30-15:00 Session 3 – Labor, Skill and Work 

 
Migration and Work on an Indian Ocean Archipelago 
Luke Heslop, LSE 
  
The chaotic social life of the sweatshop: when the labourer and self-employed 
share the same job and the same home  
Alessandra Mezzadri, SOAS 
 

15:00-15:30 Coffee  
15:30-17:00 Session 4 – Digital Economy and Work 

 
The Fairwork Foundation: Towards Fairer Work in the Digital Gig Economy 
Jamie Woodcock, LSE 
 
Dealing with credits. Young urbanites’ distributive labour in the digital era 
Hannah Schilling, Humboldt University 
 

17:00-18:00 Roundtable and general discussion  
Chair: Nandini Gooptu 

 
 


